Yvette, when Paul came up to her. ' You ought to have
given it to me/

' It doesn't belong to you. Antoine made it. As he would
have been fool enough to let you have it, I knew I had
better hand it over to his father.'

' You admit he would have given it to me/

* Yes, I believe he would, but there's no sense in his
doing so as it's all over. You'll have to look after yourself
now.'

Michaud and Antoine walked side by side through the
merciful darkness without exchanging a word. Michaud
was thinking about M. Tiercelin, and realized that he had
been Antoine's accomplice : but it did not occur to him
that there could be any such connection between Olga and
the proprietor of the Pomme d'Adam. He was only angry
with Olga for being so tactless, and giving way so thought-
lessly to an impulse of affection. Antoine, under cover of
the night, reflected that his father's mishap might well make
it easier for him to see Yvette again. As they passed down
-the Rue Pigalle, they were accosted by two girls who
flashed a pocket torch on to them, and thought to tempt
them by describing the delights that awaited them. Their
invitation stung Michaud like a mockery. He had made up
his mind to break the silence when they got to the Place
Pigalle, but his courage failed him.1 He felt that his voice

1 Grossing the Place Pigalle, Michaud bumped in the darkness into a man
called Gerouard, who had been a friend of his in days gone by. The two men
apologized without recognising one another, and went on their ways. They
often thought of each other, and each would say: * I wonder what has
happened to him. I should so much like to see him again.' That evening,
after colliding with his old friend, Gerouard walked down the Rue Pigalle,
and met the two girls who had just accosted Michaud. He followed one of
them into a hotel bedroom and caught a venereal disease. He was treated by
a specialist, with whom he struck up a friendship, and joined a Resistance
Group to which the doctor belonged. Arrested by the French police at the
end of 1943 and handed over to the Gestapo, he was deported, and then
hanged.
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